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STEALTH SPROCKET. STEEL TEETH, ALUMINIUM CORE. 
EXTREME DURABILITY WITHOUT COMPRISING WEIGHT. 
LASTS 300 PERCENT LONGER THAN ALUMINIUM. 


HARDWARE. THAT WORKS HARDER 







LOIC LARRIEU / OVERALL WINNER - ISDE 2017 
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EDITORIAL SR5 

PUT YOUR PHONES AWAY 

W ith eyes locked down the barrel of my camera lens, my trigger finger 

twitches anxiously as I wait for the world’s best hard enduro riders to come 
hurtling down Red Bull Sea to Sky’s beach front. The announcer’s voice 
has increased in tempo and pitch, so I know we’re moments from go, even if I can’t 
understand what he’s saying. A couple of thousand arm-stretched camera phones 
line the barriers eager to capture the action. 

Suddenly, from my peripheral vision, I catch sight of a child, no more than five or 
six, clamber through a gap in the barrier and onto the track. My heart hits my mouth 
and I freeze on the spot. Where’s her parents? She too has a phone in her hand. It’s 
in video mode and she’s trying to mimic the actions of the adults around her. But she 
doesn’t know why. Thankfully, as suddenly as she arrives on track, she disappears 
again, darting back into the crowd. Sweat beads of relief drip from my forehead and 
moments later Jonny Walker blasts past oblivious to what I’d just witnessed. 

It seems the majority of us now go to the races and watch it through a four inch 
screen, then immediately upload it to social media for approval. I include myself in 
that statement because we’re all guilty of it from time to time. But there comes a 
point when it needs to stop. And for me that little girl was it. 

So I say, put your phone away. Leave them in your pocket. Watch the racing 
with your eyes and enjoy the moments with the family and friends you came with. 
Because ultimately that’s what matters most, not likes garnered from strangers on 
social media. 

Robert 

roberWfuture7media.com 
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KTM 300 EXC TPI 

The new KTM 300 EXC TPI sets the benchmark all over again, as the world's first 2-stroke enduro bike 
with TPI (Transfer Port Injection). Eliminating the need to change jets and thanks to the oil pump, 
no more premixing oil either! Improved fuel-combustion means crisper throttle response at all times 
and better fuel consumption, for longer days of hardcore enduro domination. 














SPORTING CHANGE 

What a month it’s been for Christophe Charlier. In 
his rookie year of enduro, the Corsican raced to 
ISDE World Trophy glory with France on French turf. 
Moments like that don’t come much bigger in sport. 

That was until he got called up for Motocross of 
Nations duty two weeks later and ultimately joined 
teammates Gautier Paulin and Romain Febvre on the 
top step of the most important podium in motocross. 









SEASt'i"IS CHANGE 

Where did the summer go? Autumn/Fall brings out 
a new wonder of colourto woods racing, but it 
also offers a timely reminder that, for many, their 
year’s racing is almost up. Time to grab the last of 
what you can before the winter woolies go on. 
Photo Credit: Brian Nevins 













FUTURE CHANGE 

The future’s back. At the Red Bull Hangar-7 in Austria, KTM pulled 
back the covers on a reinvented and improved version of their electric 
Freeride E-XC. KTM’s CEO Stefan Pierer also used the opportunity to 
present their long-term commitment to e-mobility, which by 2025 will 
see a wide range of models focusing on the commuting market. 




2018 RR 2T & 41 

For technical updates visit www.beta-uk.com 



ACKLAMS MOTORCYCLES 

Harrogate, North Yorkshire. 01423 565125 

THOR MOTORCYCLES 

Bodmin, Cornwall. 01208 831774 

COLIN APPLEYARD 

Keighley, West Yorkshire. 01535 606311 

MATT POPE MOTORCYCLES 

Fakenham, Norfolk. 01328 853292 

JOHN LEE MOTORCYCLES 

Hlgham Ferrers, Northamptonshire. 01933 312827 

IN CHAINS 

Rlngwood, Hampshire. 01425 474800 




STEVE PLAIN MOTORCYCLES I PARSONS MOTORCYCLES 

Llandrindod Wells. Wales. 01597 825817 I Radstock. Somerset. 01761 433522 


tel: 01756 793521 I www.beta-uk.com 













Standard RR 2T 

RR-18 EOI 250 2T £6795.00 
RR-18 EOI 300 2T £6895.00 


Standard RR 4T 

RR-18 - EFI 350 4T £7095.00 
RR-18 - EFI 390 4T £7095.00 
RR-18 - EFI 430 4T £7195.00 
RR-18 - EFI 480 4T £7195.00 


motorcycles 

113 YEARS OLD 


SAUNDERS MOTORCYCLES 

Knebworth, Hertfordshire. 01438 811524 

AT MOTOCROSS 

Weston super Mare. Somerset. 01934 627222 

RACE 2 OFF ROAD 

Burnopfield, Newcastle Upon Tyne. 01207 270996 

AB MOTORCYCLES 

Merthyr Tydfil, Wales. 01685 382100 

GORDON FARLEY MOTORCYCLES 

Guildford. Surrey. 01483 538485 

GRAHAM CHARLTON MOTORCYCLES 

Stockton on Tees. Cleveland. 01642 730700 

JIM ALLAN MOTORCYCLES 

Falkirk. Scotland. D1324 620111 

Visit www.beta-uk.com for Dealer Locator 
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THE JOURNEYMAN 

Beginning to hit his prime in extreme enduro, 
Mario Roman is a rider on the rise. But one who 
also knows what rock bottom feels like. From 
trials to world enduro and now extreme, the 
Spaniard has travelled quite the journey... 

Words: Bez Morrison, Photos: Future7Media 




80RDISP0RT 








O ften the racing world has a short term memory. Due to the nature 
of the adrenaline filled, high-octane environment we live in, we get 
caught up in the here and now of it all. For that reason I’m sure it’ll 
come as a surprise to many when I remind you that Mario Roman was 
the second ever Youth Cup 125cc World Enduro Champion. 

You see he’s more than just a world class extreme guy, he’s quite 
capable of twisting the throttle hard between the timing beams too. 

A high-class jack of all trades if you wish. He’s a rider who’s lived, loved, 
laughed and toughed out all the aspects of professional racing that this 
beautiful, but sometimes fragile, sport of ours can deliver. 

From humble beginnings in trials, to the top of the podium in 
world enduro, then rock bottom in both world and extreme enduro, 
before climbing back up onto the podium in extreme, Mario Roman is 
definitively enduro’sjourneyman... 
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■ “...I HAI1 NO JOI1 AND NOWHERE TO 60. 

THINGS LOOKED VERY BLEAK FOR IUIE, 
I WAS CONSIDERING A CAREER CHANGE.” 



Why extreme enduro came close to losing 
him 12 months ago... 

“This time last year I had no job and nowhere 
to go. It was touch and go whether I could keep 
racing. Halfway through October I got the call 
[from Husqvarna] to tell me I had no bike for next 
year. I don’t know what happened because my 
performances had been good. I had made a lot of 
podiums throughout the year and suddenly I was 
leftwithnoride. 

“I still don’t understand why they released me 
from the team. I was riding well and backing that 
up with good publicity. Fourth in Romaniacs and 
fourth at Erzberg. If I had another year on the 
bike, I think I could have improved more. 

“With just three factory teams [KTM, 
Husqvarna, Sherco] and six seats, it’s hard to 
survive in extreme enduro. If you’re not on one 
of those teams then life is very hard. It would be 
awesome if TM, Gas Gas and Beta fielded a team 
for extreme enduro. It would help more riders and 
would grow the sport even further. 

“It’s just about possible to do these races 
as a privateer, but it becomes very difficult. You 
need a lot of backing and then there are a lot of 
hours driving in your van to events and all the 
other organising that goes into it with travel and 
publicity. Things looked very bleak for me, I was 
considering a career change.” 




“I AWI REALLY HAPPY WITH MY DECISION H| 
TO ASK SIIERCO [FOR HELP] BECAUSE THEH 
ALTERNATIVE WAS TI1YIN6 TO SET THINGS UP 
BY MYSELF AND THAT IS ALWAYS DIFFICULT.” ■ 



How Sherco turned his fortunes around... 

“With no offers on the table, I approached 
Sherco and they were great. They were really 
open to pairing me with Wade Young and 
making the team stronger. We started talking 
at the end of October 0016 and a few weeks 
later I was in France signing the contract 
and testing the bike. Everything was really 
organised from the beginning. I was able to 
test the superenduro bike and the extreme 
bike straight away. 

“Now a year later and I couldn’t be happier. 

I am really happy with my decision to ask Sherco 
because the alternative was trying to set things 
up by myself and that is always difficult. 

“Wade as my teammate has been really good 
for me. At the beginning of the year we weren’t 
that close because we hadn’t spent that much 
time together. But when the superenduro 
season was over I had time to train with 
Wade. I think we were both able to learn from 
each other. He has one set of skills and I have 
another, so it works very well. 

“It makes it easier when you get on great 
with your teammate because it makes events 
more enjoyable. When he is doing good I’m 
happy for him and when I am doing well it’s 
the same. Having a good atmosphere in the 
team is very important.” 
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hard enduro is sometimes 
too extreme... 

“I like the hardest courses the best 
too. I don’t mind if there is pushing 
and really tough sections-I seem 
to do best at that. But hard enduro 
is becoming so popular now. There 
are a lot of good riders who can fight 
for the win and it does seem like the 
organisers feel they have to make 
things even tougher to make their 
events standout. 

“I do believe they go too far 
sometimes. We’re not gods, we’re 
only human and some of the 
obstacles they put into these 
events go beyond hard enduro. Hard 
enduro should be a combination of 
trials, enduro and motocross and 
that should be present in every 
race. I think they went too farin 
Romaniacs - some of the downhills 
were too dangerous. 

“We’re there to race and put on a 
show forthefans, not to risk our 
lives. Some of the sections would 
have been ok if you were out riding 
with your friends and had help 
getting down them. But in a race, 
when we are flat out and relying on a 
GPS, then they were too much and too 
dangerous, as a few riders found out.” 




How Ivan Cervantes helped him become 
a World Champion... 

“I have really good memories of the World 
Championships, especially during 2010/11 with 
Ivan Cervantes. He called me when I was an 
amateur rider and offered me a factory deal. 

It was amazing for me at the time. 

“I was only 19, racing at weekends and 
working at my family’s restaurant. I went 
to live with him and we trained together 
in Barcelona. For me it was an incredible 
experience. For a rider who you have looked up 
to for so many years to call you one day and 
say ‘Hey man. I like your style.’ it was amazing. 

“He showed me howto train as a 
professional rider, especially the fitness 
side of things. After three or four months 
training together, we arrived at the world 
championships and it paid off because I won 
every race to become World Champion. 

“In 90111 went to Alessandro Belometti’s 
house in Italy to train and keep improving. 

It was great to live in Italy and learn a new 
language. In the championship I was fighting 
with Jeremy Joly, but in the last race I broke 
my knee. I lost the title and spent six months 
recovering. I missed the first two rounds of 
the 2012 championship and after that I wasn’t 
back up to speed.” 
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Enduro is no longer 

for him... 

“I really like the speed of EnduroGP, so 
in one sense I would like to do a few 
races, but there is no sense. EnduroGP 
is dying-it’s simply not enduro 
anymore. In real enduro you have tight 
checks on the transport, you have 
difficult uphills - one enduro test, one 
extreme test and one cross test. 

“Now you have a two-minute 
extreme test that isn’t extreme 
-small logs,small rocks, nothing 
difficult at all. Then you have a 
cross test on a motocross track 
and an enduro test in a grass field 
with a couple of trees. That’s not 
enduro - when the likes of Gio Sala, 
Kari Tianen, Juha Salminen and Fabio 
Farioliwere riding, that was real 
enduro, so I am really happy with my 
decision to switch to extreme. 

“To only have two classes in 
EnduroGP is crazy. It makes the 
riders’ lives so much harder. Take 
someone like Cristobal Guerrero, 
he’s a regular podium finisher in his 
class, but in EnduroGP he is lucky to 
finish in the top-10. How can a quality 
rider like that survive in the sport? 

He has to go to potential sponsors 
and explain to them that finishing 
seventh or eighth is really good, 
but it’s difficult for the sponsors to 
understand that.” 





Why food is life... 

“For my family, food is a culture, a way of life. 
My grandfather started his restaurant about 
50 or 60 years ago and my father is one of 
the best chefs in Spain. We have a wonderful 
restaurant in Madrid. Food is very important. 

I always try to stay away from junk food or too 
much sugar. When I do get the time to go home 
I love to serve up good food with my family.” 
Dislocating his knee three times at 
Erzberg 2015... 

“2015 was so important for me to get the 
factory deal. At Erzberg I had broken ligaments 
in my knee and during the race I dislocated my 
knee three times. At one point in Carl’s Dinner 
it was so hot and for 15 minutes I just sat 
there leaning on my handlebars. I was finished, 
completely exhausted. 

“I arrived at the Downtown section and I 
saw the huge uphill with everyone helping each 
other up. My friend told me to walk up and help 
the others and in return they would help me. 

I knew with my knee that if I got off the bike it 
would be over. I simply didn’t have the energy 
and was in so much pain. 

“I sat on my bike and fought my way up that 
hill. I only got some help near the very top from 
Aled Price, so I have him to thank for that. The 
five of us arrived at the finish line together, but 
I guess because I wasn’t a factory rider they 
didn’t want to give me the win. So four guys 
were presented with the win and I was given 
fifth. But to finish that race, like I did, with an 
injured knee is one of my proudest m 









enduroeng.com // 517.393.2421 // info@enduroeng.com 


FEELIN 

Nil 

COVER YOUR E 
WITH THE NEVl 

> HIGHER SIDE 

> EASY IHSTALl 


















Why longer races are better... 

"I’m a rider who likes long races that really 
test a rider’s endurance. Towards the end of 
Alestrem, when a lot of the other riders were 
getting tired and slowing up, I still felt strong. 
The longer races really suit me. 

“I think racing the world championships has 
given me that advantage and sets me up well 
for a race like Romaniacs. One of my strengths 
is being able to handle long hours on the bike, 
while making the minimum of mistakes, which is 
key to a good result in Romaniacs. 

“If you look at Wade, Alfredo and Jonny this 
year, they were really fast from the beginning, 
but then all ended up crashing and having to 
retire. Crashes and mistakes can happen to 
anyone, but the more risks you take, the greater 
the chance that you will end up paying for it. 

“At Romaniacs I was really happy because 
I was the only rider fighting with Jarvis every 
day. On his fastest day he was only eight 
minutes quicker than me, which is nothing at 
Romaniacs. He beat me by about 30 minutes but 
considering I lost nearly that much time on the 
first day then I think things could have been a 
lot different.” I! 
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LIMITLESS 
ENDURO AWAITS 


Effortlessly ride where few have gone before, gaining endless 
new perspectives with the 2018 range of Husqvama enduro 
bikes. The TE 250i and TE 300i feature revolutionary new 2-stroke 
injection technology to run cleaner for longer, removing the need 
to re-|et for changes in altitude, temperature or humidity. 
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POLISPORT FOLDABLE 
BIKE STAND 

Overview... 

A foldable bike stand designed to be practical, durable, colour- 
matched with your bike and take the strain of workshop or 
tracksideuse. 

Our take... 

There’s nothing particularly special about Polisport’s bike 
stand - which is exactly why it is a great product worth 
shouting about. What is an otherwise bulky item in the garage 
or back of the van is a lot more useful when you can fold it out 
the way and that is its USP. 

Using it is obviously not complicated, it pulls open easily 
enough and ‘clicks’ in the fully-open position to be secure. 
Rubber strips on the top of the stand [when folded out) grip 
the bike’s lower frame rails or sump guard nicely and it’s tough 
too, taking up to 250kg should you have been racing in a 
particularly muddy venue. 

Made from durable polypropelene it is tough too - we’ve 
used it for over a year now and it still looks like new. It comes 
in a range of colours that’ll suit your bike. 

Really liked: light, durable and folds flat 

Tested for: 14 months 

Colours: plenty, bike-matching range 

Availability: polisport.com 












WARP 9 SPOKE TOROUE WRENCH KIT 

Overview... 

A spoke spanner tool set for your workshop or toolbox, which comes in a case and contains 
two separate tools, one of which is a torque wrench, plus a range of spoke adaptor sockets 
to fit most spoke sizes. 

Our take... 

What’s your favourite tool in your tool box? The Warp 9 spoke spanner has become ours 
for very simple reasons: it looks good, is quick and accurate to use and is every bit a well- 
designed hand tool. 

This wrench kit is designed to fit a range of bikes and spoke nipple sizes from 5.1mm to 





6.9mm. It includes a spline-type adaptor too and all click easily onto the ball-bearing type 
socket connector. The majority of motorcycle spokes have a 6Nm torque setting but the 
Warp 9 torque tool ranges from 0 to 7Nm. 

Being a perfect hand size it feels good to use and easily sits in the pocket if you need to 
check spokes in a service area during a race. The tool case includes a torque wrench plus 
a conventional hand tool [for quick checks or stuck spokes you want to undo] - both are 
ergonomically designed to offer grip and control. 

Really liked: handy ergonomics and super practical 
Tested for: IB months 
Availability: mrp9racing.com 
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MOTOREX FILTER SET 

Overview... 

A foam filter cleaning kit designed to contain 
the cleaning process, protect working 
environment and produce clean and well-oiled 
filters with Motorex’s filter cleaning fluid and 
foam filter oil included. 

Our take... 

Motorex’s filter cleaning kit is the complete 
package, which features all you need to clean 
an air filter: gloves, separate containers for 
cleaning and oiling filters, plus the respective 
cleaning fluid and oil. It is a workshop kit 
designed to do the job properly. The only thing 
missing in fact is a washing line to dry the 
cleaned filter on. 

The washing tub comes with a rack in the 
bottom to separate the dirty fluid away as you 
wash. The filter cleaner fluid is actually pretty 
foamy when used, so best applied in smaller 
doses, but has proved very effective for us over 
regular use. 

The tub seals firmly so contaminated filter 
cleaner can be transported to a disposal site 
without spillage. The messy job of coating your 
filter happens in the other tub and that too 
seals well to keep the oil clean and free from 
contamination. 

Really liked: cuts down on mess, effective 
cleaning and oiling 
Tested for: 12 months 
Availability: motorex.com 











FORMA PREDATOR BOOTS 1 

Overview... 

The Predator is designed to be high on protection, comfort 
and feel for the controls. Cushioned interior maintains all-day 
comfort but exterior protection, including torsional ‘Flex 
Control System’, protects feet and lower leg against injury. 
Comparatively lightweight riderfeel is high on the agenda. 

Our take... 

Designed with emphasis on protection and comfort, the 
Predator mixes strong design with as much comfort as we’ve 
found with any other boot - partly thanks to anti-shock 
padding at the ankle and mid-sole. 

Forma’s pivoting ‘Flex Control System’ has an anti-torsional 
stop, preventing over-extension of the ankle. Injection moulded 
plastics wrap around the foot and the front and rear of the 
lower leg. The moulding includes venting to allow air flow 
through the upper part of the boot and a deflector at the top of 
the shin plate helps keep mud from falling in the boots. 

The adjustable “Evo security” buckling system is replaceable 
and has proved secure during riding. MX-style soles have a 
steel shank inside making them durable and grippy on the 
pegs [a new chunkier enduro-specific sole is also available] but 
ultimately they have very good feel for pegs and foot levers. 
Really liked: comfort, feel, protection 
Tested for: IP months 
Colours: seven-strong range 
Size: 41-49 [Euro sizes] 

Availability: formaboots.com 
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ACERBIS ENDURO ONE GLOVES 

Overview... 

Strong ergonomic design incorporating homologated soft protection on the knuckles 
designed specifically for enduro. With reinforcements in areas like thumbs and palms they 
are durable and comfortable. Seamless fingers are touch screen friendly too. 

Our take... 

The Enduro One gloves are part of the four-strong off-road Acerbis range and as such 
the only one specifically designed for enduro, separated among the range by knuckle 
protection and a robust design. 

This isn’t a lite’ glove [see Acerbis’s other options if you prefer something thinner] but 
the flip side is that the Enduro One provides good blister protection and comfort on the 
bars thanks to re-enforcements in high stress areas like the thumbs and palms [at the base 



of fingers where we get calluses). 

The knuckle protection stands up well to impacts with branches and is comfortable from 
the inside, causing no damage to skin during long enduros. 

They may not look like the airiest of gloves, but ventilation in the palms helps during 
riding and we like the seamless finger design, which is touch screen friendly too. There’s 
one other colour option: grey and black. 

Really liked: all-day riding comfort and blister protection 
Tested for: 10 months 
Colours: yellow/grey, grey/black 
Size: mi 

Availability: acerbis.it 
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KRIEGA R15 BACKPACK 

Overview... 

A compact, hydration compatible travel pack designed to be used 
off-road with the freedom of movement, light weight and tough 
performance high on the agenda. Incorporating Kriega’s Quadloc- 
lite™ system, the harness is angled away from the underarms giving 
freedom of movement. 

Our take... 

Kriega’s technical luggage range is a comprehensive one. If you’re 
used to a hydration pack, the R15 will feel big, but it isn’t designed 
to be that - it is more practical, useful and not as heavy or bulky as 
a‘normal’backpack. 

The R15’s moulded shape means it sits comfortably and is easily 
adjusted to different body shapes. The important plus point is the 
lack of movement when you’re riding and that’s down to the Kriega’s 
‘Quadloc-lite’ design. Ergonomic shoulder straps click together and 
sit more on the chest [not shoulders], while a waist strap helps 
contain movement too. 

Water resistant zips on the exterior have kept things dry. The 
larger of two internal pockets house a drinks pouch and/or a back 
protector [sold separately]. It’s not a pack for enduro racing, but 
for trail and any kind of all-day riding, it definitely hits the spot. 
Reall}/liked: sits comfortably, stays put and robust 
Tested for: 18 months 
Colours: black 
Availability: kreiga.com J! 







At least not the ones in your mind. 

Our comprehensive range of body protection gives you the assurance 
that the only assault will be on your senses. 

Go find it: leatt.com/2017-gpx-body-protection/ 







Following in the footsteps of the many 
who’ve graced the famous sandy hills 
ofHawkstone Park, we enter the KTM 
250 EXC TPI in the national support race 
at the penultimate round of EnduroGP 
World Championship in Great Britain 

Words: Jon Pearson Photos: Future7Media 



T here’s nothing like racing the same track as 
the best racers on the planet. There’s nothing 
like seeing them smashing through the trees 
flat-stick in top gear and bouncing off rev-limiters as 
they try to shave test times. Their sheer awesomeness 
of controlling a motorcycle with precision and control 
in the kind of situations where the rest of us would be 
bouncing off trees is awesome to watch. 

When you’ve got the chance to do that and then 
ride the same track it was a no-brainer that as soon 
as a national-class race at the British Enduro GP was 
announced we had to put an entry in. The KTM 250 EXC 
TPI needs proper tests during its time us and without 
question the mixture of sandy terrain and wooded 
trails of Hawkstone Park is a proper test. 



“THE BIKE IS STANDING UP WELL TO W 
20-PLUS HOURS I’VE RIDDEN $0 FAR AND I’VE 
NEEDED TO DO MINIMUM MAINTENANCE.” ■ 


The historic circuit played host to some great 
motocross battles in the ‘80s with the likes of Dave 
Thorpe, Georges Jobe, Andre Malherbe and Eric Geboers 
making it the stuff of legend. Enduro hasn’t seen too 
much action at the venue until the British GP, but it has 
hosted extreme enduro and world trials events. 

The fresh look to the penultimate round of the 2017 
Enduro GP season saw the pros racing two sprint tests 
on the Saturday and a three hour Cross Country race 
on the Sunday. It was an interesting change for the 
GP boys, who mostly seemed full of praise for the new 
format. The Sunday loop was basically the enduro and 
motocross tests from the Saturday pieced together. 
The national race on the Sunday morning ran before 
the main race and on more or less th&^anje course.. 











Pre-race bike prep was pretty straightforward to say the 
least. I fitted some lighter hand guards from Polisport, the 
Qwest models. The test bike had arrived from KTM with the 
Power Parts wrap-around type for Erzberg, but I felt they 
were too much for non-extreme events. The Qwest is light, 
hie and basically only designed to fend off the roost and 
all I needed at Hawkstone. I did manage to break one 
though. I had an issue overtaking another rider, who was 
busy doing a snake in the grass impression, and we both 
went down, breaking the right hand guard in the process. 

Other than that it was basic prep: checking the plug, 
cleaning filters, checking spokes (the front keeps needing a 
tweak] and bearings. The bike is standing up well to the 20- 
plus hours I’ve ridden so far and I’ve needed to do minimum 
maintenance. A side issue is that there’s an engine map 
upgrade available for the TPI models which I need to get 
nstalled, but haven’t had a chance to yet. 


“THE TPI 250’S EXTRA POKE OF POWER 


HELPS A LOT. IT IS DELIVERED IN A LINEAR 


IT IS ALWAYS CONSISTENTLY THERE.” 


What rubber to put on the TPI’s wheels for sandy 
Hawkstone Park was a bit of a quandary, but Michelin’s new 
Enduro tyre arrived during the week before the event and 
because they recommend all conditions (more or less], I 
whacked them on. 

We’ll hold back a test report on them until we’ve put 
them through their paces in different terrain though. At 
ne they worked well and looked pretty unused after 

the race. 






ADDICTIVE POWER f 

The TPI is doing me good as a rider because it is 
building confidence and making me try to ride faster. P 
The way any 250 2T engine makes riding feel good is 
familiar if you’ve ever owned one, it’s addictive, but 
there’s something extra to the fuel injected motor — 
which I’m gelling with. The TPI 250’s extra poke 9 
of power helps a lot and the fact it is delivered in ' 

a linear way for most of the rev-range means it is M 

always consistently there. 

Hawkstone Park is famous for its hills and one 
mighty uphill slog on the MX track was in our long 
lap and was literally a blast each lap. The TPI 250 
sung its way up there, clearly pullings well in those # 
situations just as it did up Erzberg’s hills. My eight- 
minute laps were enough for 14 laps, plus a pit stop 
in the two-hour race. A handful of riders clocked up 
15 laps but 16th overall wasn’t a bad result. 




THE WAY ANY 250 2T ENGINE MAKES RIDING 


FEEL GOOD IS FAMILIAR IF YOU’VE EVER 


OWNED ONE, IT’S ADDICTIVE, BUT THERE’S 


SOMETHING EXTRA TO THE FUEL INJECTED 


MOTOR WHICH I’M GELLING WITH. 
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“...WHOOPED-OUT SECTIONS IN THE 


TREES GOT HELLISH CHOPPY AND THE WP 


STANDARD SHOCK SIMPLY COULDN’T KEEP 


UP WITH THE PACE. IT STRUGGLED TO 


RECOVER FROM EACH BUMP.” 


BUCKING BRONCO 

The down side to getting faster on the bike is running int 
the limitations of the stock suspension. The sandy terraii 
at Hawkstone roughs up quickly and though both forks ar 
shock are too soft, it is the shock which was causing me 
issues at Hawkstone. Some whooped-out sections in the 
trees got hellish choppy and the WP standard shock simp 
couldn’t keep up with the pace. 

If I tried to carry the same speed each lap it got harde 
and harder to hang on to a bucking back end of the bike a 
the shock struggled to recover from each bump. It’s the 
limitations of standard suspension, and we know this, bu 
it needs sorting out before we ride a rough track like this 
again because it is hard work and slows you down. 


Having said all that though I can’t complain about the 
way the bike handled the MX sections of the track, and 
when you bear in mind that it isn’t designed for this, it do 
a decent job across a wide range of riding. 

Crucially I didn’t feel out of control on the MX section, 
like I did if I pushed it through the whooped-out tree 
sections. For most laps I hit the biggest of Hawkstone’s 
jumps without fear of a bouncy castle landing - it bottom 
out but the latest forks have better bump stop resistanci 
and I’d wound their compression and the preload adjusto 
to maximum (save for a couple of clicks of compression). 
In the end though it was a tough test, which pushed the 
suspension out of its comfort zone and made me realise 
both the shock and forks need an upgrade? ■ / 










TO REFUEL OR NOT TO REFUEL 

The pit stop came around the one hour mark and I’m still confused about whether I needed to 
come in or not. During the previous lap the TPI had cut power momentarily a few times - once 
on a steep downhill and twice off small jumps into heavy braking. I could see I had fuel left, 
but by then the track was so rough it was impossible to have a good look without hitting the 
deck or a tree, so I pulled in next lap to be safe. I needed fresh goggles anyway. 

But was it running out of fuel? I’m not sure. The cut-outs happened in places where 
the fuel was likely away from the fuel pipe so [I’m guessing] the TPI sucked in air not fuel 
momentarily as fuel sloshed around. It recovered instantly each time though. During the 
second hour of the race I must have been easier on the throttle as I finished with well-over 
half a tank left. So I either filled up too much too soon or I was loads lighter on the throttle 
for the second hour. Both are possible. 

I keep banging on about the fuel economy to the point of boring myself, but at this race 
I was easily on the gas more than I had been at other tracks, so didn’t expect to go the two 
hours without fuelling. Still, finishing with loads of fuel left is slightly baffling and I need to 
figure out how long I can go on a tank in different riding conditions, particularly the sand. 

What’s next? I’m gearing up for my first beach race so need to sort out how much time I 
can ride between fill-ups and I definitely need to get fitter if I’m going to ride for three hours. 
By all accounts Weston Beach Race is mayhem and is pushing me out of my extreme and club 
level enduro comfort zone. We’ll see how both bike and rider fair. I: 












Dakar is the epitome of hard-core Enduro. With 
manageable ventilation, bomber materials and 
construction, the range of comfortable tempe¬ 
ratures and conditions its suitable for has 
never been greater. From Baja heaters to 
early spring thaw runs; Dakar is the gear 
you grab when you don’t know what’s 
coming at you. 







MIIXEI1 BAG 

BILLY BOLT 

What’s in a pro rider’s kit bag? What secret or everyday 
products have they got stashed in there - ones they’d never 
leave home without? Billy Bolt let us have a look in his... 

Words: Robert Lynn / Photos: Future7Media 
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WOMEN’S HYGIENE PADS 

“This is an old school trick. You use them, in 
addition to the foam on your goggle, to absorb the 
sweat. It helps you get a bit longer and further 
without removing your goggles.” 

FIRST AID KIT 

“This is one of my essential pieces of kit to carry. 

It’s got everything I’d need to bodge me back 
together. Bandages, strapping, creams, medicine. 
When you’re at a race, especially in a foreign country, 
you don’t have time to go look for this stuff.” 

MEDICALTAPE 

“Hand prep is important, so taping them up before 
races like Megawatt or Romaniacs is essential. I’ve 
got a good thick, wide roll of the stuff, which I can 
cut and mould into shape.” 

PHONE 

“I never go anywhere without my phone. I need it, 

not just for updating social media, 

but checking the live timing during the race.” 

CANNED TUNA 

“Tuna never goes out of date. I’ve been carrying 
that since Romaniacs actually. I tried to eat one 
each day at the service checks. Just don’t forget 
a tin opener.” 

RICE CAKES 

“They are a good snack to eat on the go or between 
sessions. They taste a bit like dried cardboard, but 
get the job done. These are Tesco’s Finest.” 

AMINO ENERGY SHAKE 

“It’s basically an energy shake to help with recovery 
after a race and training.” I! 




Helmet on, buckle clicked. Now it’s just you and the ride 
ahead. We obsessed every detail, every material and 
every technology to develop the MX550. Brimming 
with innovation and shaped by years of experience, 
this is one of the most advance 
high-performance helmets we’ve ever created. 
Exceptional comes as a standard. SCOTT 
helmets, get your head in the game. 


SCOTT-SPORTS.COM 



















I SURVIVED 


RACING THE 
HE VINTAGE 
TROPHY 

WORDS: IEORAEUM/PHOTOS: FUTURE7MEDIA 

This year's ISDE in France marked the second edition of the 
Vintage Trophy category. A harp back to the golden days 
ofendaro, the three-day event within the main event sees 
machines of yesteryear battle it oat for honours and glory. 

Taking part in his 25th ISDE, Australian dirt bike legend 
Geoff Ballard dusted off his 1981 Maico dBOcc two-stroke 















Geoff, what bike did you pull out of the shed 
for this year’s ISDE Vintage Trophy? 

Geoff Ballard: “I raced a 1981 Maico 490cc 
two-stroke that is mostly stock. The only real 
modification I made to it was to put some modern 
shocks on it, but honestly, they are no better than 
the old ones. I should have test them before the 
event -1 regretted not dong that! Also my bike 
didn’t start very well and sometimes I had to 
bump start it, but that is what you get when you 
go Vintage.” 

You’re no stranger to the ISDE, how many have 
you raced over the years? 

Ballard: “I’m a bit of an ISDE veteran, France was 
my 25th one. I started racing the ISDE back in 
1981 and I didn’t stop until Greece in 8008.1 came 
back this year because the Vintage class really 
attracted me and I also like riding in France, it’s a 
special place for enduro.” 

How did France compare to events in the past, 
especially this time in the Vintage class? 
Ballard: "France always delivers good events and 
this one hasn’t disappointed. The special tests 
were really good and the liaisons were also well 
designed. I enjoyed the motocross race - it was 
an old motocross track with old school riding. 

But the first test was excellent. It was a big 
grass field with big corners that you could go 
wide open into. To make it even better, we got 
some rain just before starting so it was unreal to 
ride there. All the vintage bikes were fighting in 
the uphills and struggling in the corners - it was 
proper enduro racing.” 











What are your thoughts on the Vintage class? Is it 
positive for the ISDE to welcome vintage bikes? 

Ballard: “Yes for sure. People like it. We do our best to put on a 
good show. Plus you just have to check how much the category 
has grown from last year to this one to see how popular it is. 

I also think that having vintage bikes race in the same special ; 
test that the modern bikes ride makes young people understand 
how much bikes have evolved and how fast they are nowadays.” 




[ACCELERATION TEST] WITH THE 
MODERN BIKES. IF YOU DID IT UP 


IN THE MIDDLE OF A TOWN, WITH 
THE CROWDS EITHER SIDE, THAT 


WOULD BE COOL 



The acceleration tests are a cool throwback to the vintage 
era, what do you think of them? 

Ballard: “I think it’s a great thing to do. For us the test was 
a little chaotic because everyone was fighting to start first. 

I enjoyed it though, it’s always cool to blast down the straight 
on my 490cc two-stroke. In my opinion they should also do it 
with the modern bikes, especially if you set an acceleration test 
up in the middle of a town with the crowd at each side, that 
would be cool.” 


What was it like racing a 30-year-old bike on the same 
tracks as modern bikes? 

Ballard: “My bike is not the best vintage bike that you can 
get, but it definitely gets the job done. It’d be perfect if I had 
a vintage 250cc bike with a Rotax engine, but I can’t complain. 
I think that for the guys racing pre-1974 bikes it must be very 
difficult. With these bikes there is very little suspension travel 
and the exhaust goes underthe engine, so riding in the roots 
has got to be tough on them.” 











What were the hardest off road days you faced? 

Ballard: “Both days were pretty hard, but I’ll say that the second off road 
day was hardest. You could see people stuck in the uphills due to the mud 
and the liaisons were pretty technical. It was muddy so I had good fun. 
Normally people think that the riders from Australia are not used to racing 
in the mud, but it is not true. We get more mud than sand.” 


NG THE 
EODERN 
PEOPLE 
1 BIKES 
EECOME 
LDAYS.” 


Would you like to do six days of racing on a vintage bike or would it 
be too much? 

Ballard: “Yeah, but if I am realistic these bikes are getting older and older 
and reliability is not very good. In my opinion having an extra day would be 
great, but six might be too much!” 




Finally will we see you race the ISDE in Chile next year? 

Ballard: “If I can get my hand on a nice 250cc vintage bike I’d say I’ll give it 
a go. I want a bike that starts easily and has more middle power. The Maico 
has a big lack of middle power and it is not easy to ride a 490cc two-smoker 
on the upper range of the RPM. Anyway, this won’t be my last vintage race, 
in a couple of weeks I will be racing VDMX too.” I: 


>NE IN PERFORMANCE. 

:e for every sport. 



























When the EnduroGP championship arrived in Great Britain, 
a new format was on the cards - sprint and cross-country 
races, split across two days of action. With the series 
going through a period of change, and mixing different 
race formats in BO 17 , we had to ask, “did it work?” 

Words: Jon Pearson, Photos: Future7Media 
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r he EnduroGP championship took bold steps 
to re-jig itself with a new class structure and 
different race formats for 2017. After starting 
the year with a traditional winter based Finnish event, 
the series then came to Britain for two different 
styles of enduro racing across the same weekend. 

As separate from a traditional enduro as they are 
from the current GP format, the GP at Hawkstone 
Park scheduled two sprint tests on day one, tackle 
six times each, and then a three-hour GNCC-style 
cross country race on day two with a dead engine 
start in class order. 


As an enduro venue, the historic Hawkstone Park 
[host to some classic MXGP races in the 1980s] has 
positives and negatives. In some ways, it sits perfectly 
in a naturally wooded scooped-out hillside, providing a 
long mixed lap. The MX track threads its way around 
the sandy basin at the foot of the heavily wooded, 
steep hillside, which is littered with rocks. 

Spectators could see large sections of both the 
MX test and the Sunday XC course. 

In the woods, spectators were able to get up close 
and personal with the action in a more traditional 
setting. It was breathtakinglyfast in some areas, 
then technical and 
impressive in others. 

At the organisational helm for the UK round was 
formerworld champion Paul Edmondson and his 
team, who brought their experience of racing and 
organising events to stage for the two-day event. 

But what did everyone think and how did it go? 

Did It work as a format? Did racers like it? Did it work 
for teams, organisers and did the EnduroGP promotors 
think it worked? To find out, we asked them... 

















PMUL EBM0ND80N Event organiser 

“From our point of view we got the chance to give it a go, it was something different and 
everyone seems happy. I personally felt three hours was too much, it is a bit physical. 

I asked for two and a half hours but they wanted three. Hopefully we can move forward 
and if it does go ahead next year, we can learn from it. 

Day one was good. It combined speed on the MX test with a lot of technique in the 
enduro test. The course brought out the skills of the riders in different areas. It proved 
a full day’s riding too, I think it was over an hour’s worth of flat-out riding and that’s 
enough for riders. 

As an event it was easy to cover for the press and we have to think of that. It’s not 
always easy to cover enduro because of locations and how events are run, but I think we 
provided a venue and event which made for good media coverage. We have to help the 
press, the teams, the manufacturers and the promotors to do their jobs and I think we 
provided that. 

I couldn’t have done it without the team behind me, plus the FIM and ABC being 
behind the idea. They’ve all collectively made it happen. Will we be back? Well see.” 

















MSTIEN BLMmm 

ABC Communications, EnduroGP promotors 

“For us already it is a good event because it’s brought EnduroGP to 
Britain for the first time in nine years. With this format, and for Paul 
Edmondson and his team, they did a really great job of organising the 
event and that is what the championship needs. 

Day one’s sprint format was fresh for us and it was impressive how 
professional it all was - how it was ran and organised. I think the 
enduro test was really good, maybe one of the best of the season and 
of course it is easy to have a good cross test when you have such a 
fantastic track like this. 

For countries like Britain, where traditional enduro is strong, we 
were expecting lots of spectators and we got that. The paddock and 
camping was full, so that’s good. 

The cross country format on day two was good. The racing was 
tough and we saw some exciting and close racing, which lasted for 
the three hours. For the future it is one way to go for us.” 


Team manager opinion 

FABRIZIO AZZALIN 

CH Racing Factory Sherco Enduro Team 

“We must try to keep the traditional enduro format as long as we can but I am 
totally open to this kind of event if it is well organised, like this was. The XC race, 
was impressive because it was very tough and day one was also good. I think 
the morning [enduro] test was best because the cross test was maybe too much 
motocross. But these are just minor details - I’m not complaining. 



The format is ok and it’s working. I don’t think it will work at every venue, but it 
is something we can have in a championship that’s mixed with other type of enduro. 

I also think the spectators are coming because the racing is good to watch, so 
it is a good system. Mixing different styles of events to make a championship is the 
way forward for enduro.” 





“MIXING DIFFERENT STYLES OF 

MEACHAi SIP IS 
THE WAY FORWARD FOR ENDURO. ” 

FABRIZIOAZZAUN 
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TM Factory Racing team 

“I like this format and it is positive. I think in 
England, where enduro has a strong tradition, 
it is important to come here. But also in other 
countries where it’s not possible to have a 
traditional race this is a solution. 

At the end of the day the result is the same 
as any normal enduro because the riders 
fighting for the win are the same. It’s difficult 
to judge yet, but if the format is bringing back 
interest to our sport, then why not do this? 

The sprint racing is good because it is more 
than one hour of riding and the category is 
good. I think a 10-minute lap for the cross¬ 
country is enough. You can see a lot of the race 
quite easily. This is better because in traditional 
enduro you see nothing except for five seconds 
in the woods.” 


“YOU SAN SEE A LOT OF THE RASE 
QUITE EASILY. IN TRADITIONAL 
ENDURO YOU SEE NOTHING 
EXSEPT FOR FIVE SESONDS 
IN THE WOODS.” 
LUCA CHERUBINI 


Rider opinion 

JAMIE MCGANMEY 

Outsiders Yamaha Official EnduroTeam 

“I think it has been a good event for different reasons. 

I think that was the biggest crowd we’ve seen at any 
GP podium this season. There’s also a lot of people 
here camping and that means people want to see the 
racing. At the autograph sessions most of us ran out 
of posters and stuff like that, which is a good sign. At 
Portugal it wasn’t like this. 

I think this is the future. It cuts out the boring part 
of riding on the roads and keeps it contained. Day one 
had a good feel about it, a little old school, back to 
enduro and Ithink Paul’s [Edmondson] done a good job. 

I don’t think it’s something you could do every year 
here at Hawkstone. Every three years or something like 
that because there’s only certain parts of the woods 
you can ride and while it might be good for short term, 
it would run it into the ground. We just need to find 
other venues where we can run different events - 
like the Isle of Man!” 


“/ THINK THIS IS THE FUTURE. IT CUTS 
OUT THE BORING PART OF RIDING ON THE 
ROADS AND KEEPS IT CONTAINED." 
JAMIE MCCANNEY 







“SOME OF THE BEST 
RACES I’VE RIDDEN 
ATELY HAVE BEEN BK, 
NG LAP EVENTS WITH 
FOREST, FLAT GRASSY 
FIELDS AND SOME 
SECTIONS.” 

ornomm 


DANIEL SARDERS 

KTM Factory Racing 

“The racing was good. Day one panned out well, the 
tests were a good length and a good mix of terrain. 
The three-hour race was fun. Tough, but I enjoyed 
it. Something different, but good to have in the 
championship. Maybe there’s room for an event like 
this in another country with a longer 20-minute lap.” 




DAVID KNIGHT 

Eurotek KTM 

“The thing is people want to ride and take part and that’s part of the problem 
with EnduroGPs at the moment. If you want to ride a 500 or a 105 or 350 or a 
050 two-stroke, you can’t really in GPs because the style of events mean only 
certain bikes are competitive. 

Some of the best races I’ve ridden lately have been big, long lap events with 
forest, flat grassy fields and some technical sections. They’ve been good craic. 
EnduroGP has got it wrong in doing short tests. Having said that this weekend 
is good idea. The Sunday race will be a good test, like it should be.” 



Public opinion 

Don’t just take the word of those involved in the paddock. We spoke to 
spectators to get their take on the GB EnduroGP weekend experience. 

CHRIS HOCKEY 

“I think it’s good. The sport has to move on, something has to change 
and this seems like a positive step to me. The racing is great, the venue 
is great for this format and it’s been great to get in amongst it all and 
have the racing going on around you. The Sunday race is a real test of 
man and machine. The same people are still winning no matter what.” 









m HAWKER 


“I’m not sure - the racing is alright, I’m enjoying that and it is still awesome to watch them 
going round the MX track and up the Hawkstone hill, but I prefer it in the trees and with big 
forests. Something doesn’t feel right, I guess. There were too many gaps on the Saturday 
where people didn’t quite know who was racing where - on which part of the track - or what 
was happening. It got a bit confusing.” II 
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LOICLARRIEU 

Loic Larrieu will long rememberthe 92nd ISDE. Not only for winning his first ISDE 
outright and also being a member of the winning French World Trophy team but for doing 
it all on home turf. Come the end of day six Larrieu easily had the biggest smile of all. 




PRESENTED BY 










MATH SEISTOLA 


It was ace to Matti Seistola back in the paddock. The popular 
Finn who retired from world level competition a couple of seasons 
ago, joined the Finnish World Trophy team to give the ISDE 
another crack. Upping his pace as the week progressed, Seistola 
placed fourth in Enduro 3 and 17th overall to prove he’s still got it. 






PRESENTED BY 




Oil of Si 












AUSSIE, AUSSIE, AUSSIE 

The Australian trio of Tayla Jones, Jessica Gardiner and Jemma Wilson once again proved 
themselves as the most dominant team in world enduro in recent times. For the fifth year in a 
row they stole a march on all their rivals to convincingly win the Women’s World Trophy. 














YESTERYEAR TODAY 

Now in its second edition, the return of the Vintage Trophy 
category to the ISDE was duly welcomed by all. A nod back 
to yesteryear, the crackly noises of engines, manufacturers 
unknown to many of this modern era and some authentic 
racer wear added an extra sense of excitement, interest and 
camaraderie to the ISDE paddock. Long may it continue. 





TITLE LOST 

USA were all smiles prior to the start of the 92nd ISDE as they began their 
defence of the World Trophy class for the very first time. But no sooner had all 
riders rolled off the start line for day one, their title hopes had vanished. 
A small crash by Thad Duvall resulted in a broken wrist. USA were out. 






CHRISTOPHE NAMBOTIN 

There’s no T in TEAM, there’s also no room for quitting. Christophe Nambotin lines up to the 
starting gate with just 15 minutes separating him from a French World Trophy win on home 
turf and relief from a broken hand he’s raced on for two days straight. Nambo’ may have lost 









PRESENTED BY 




his shot at a potential individual win, but he refused to let France 
go home with anything but gold. 


Oil of Si 















GALLERY 
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SUPPORTING AMATEUR TALENT 

How about two grand for your ISDE efforts? Motorex Oils once 
again supported the amateur riders of the Club and Vintage ISDE 
categories. Their Motorex Challenge Programme saw participants 
given a free supply of Motorex oils, with the winning team 
receiving a voucher worth €2,000 for Motorex products. Nice! 
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Oil of Si 











WAVE YOUR FLAG 

Fans, riders and supporters of all nationalities gather to cheer on 
theirTrophy team ridersforthefinal motocrossondaysix. 
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Oil of Si 
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• Bou has ridden for Montesa Honda for 
the duration of his professional career. 
He signed with them in 2007 and bagged 
his first world title immediately. 


• Bou is a 22 times world champion. 
He has won an incredible 11 
consecutive world titles both 
indoors and out. 


The Spaniard has elevated the progression m 
of trials riding to a whole new level. 

Pioneering and perfecting the black art H 
of rear wheel riding has seen him tame ™ 
obstacles previously not thought possible. g 


• For 2017 the world of trials ushered in the 
new TrialsGP format. It introduced a new 
qualification section to test the riders 
speed and skill. Spectacular, positions 
from qualification determined the running 
order for day two. 






In August he extended his contract 
with Montesa Honda until 2021. 

Bad news for his rivals, meaning he’s 
not going anywhere anytime soon. 


• We won’t see Bou race Erzberg or 
SuperEnduro anytime soon. Conflicting 
schedules and need for a suitable bike 
keep him looking on from the sidelines. 


• Bou’s won 76 outdoor races from 
112 starts, missing the podium 
' ^ three times. Indoors for X-Trial 
he’s got 50 wins from 60 starts. 


Arco di Trento, Italy (pictured] is home 
to a round of MXGP, TrialsGP and The 
Wall Extreme Enduro, which will form 
part of the 2018 EnduroGP series. I! 








The 92nd edition of the 
International Sis Days Enduro saw 
many different faees come out to 
race in France, including mountain 
bike legend Fabien Barel 

Words: Igor Aguada / Photos: Boris Beyer, Future7Media 

As a three-time Downhill Mountain Bike World 
Champion and former top-level Enduro World Series 
competitor, Barel is no stranger to going fast on 
two wheels off-road. But by swapping pedals for an 
engine in France, it was the first time he’d given the 
ISDE a go, competing in the Club 2 class. 
Dabbling in enduro in the past at French classics 
like the Trefle Lozerien, the opportunity to race an 
event like the ISDE on home turf was one too good 
to pass up for Fabien. Time to cross over... 




Enduro illustrated: Fabien it’s great to 
see you at the ISDE, what made you 
decide to come and race it? 

Fabien Barel: “Well I have always been 
passionate about motorsports and 
particularly with motorbikes. Enduro has 
been a discipline that attracted my attention 
long ago, so I finally decided it to give it a 
go. Comparing it to the two disciplines that 
I used to race, downhill and mountain bike 
enduro, it is not so different, so adapting 
was not a big deal. I also have a good 
relationship with Husqvarna France so that 
made it easierfor me. I came here because I 
wanted to experience the feeling of racing in 
such a big event. But also because the ISDE 
is a home event for me -1 had to come and 
experience it.” 


How often do you get to ride enduro? 
Barel: “Honestly, not as much as I would like. 
Even though I stopped racing professionally 
two years ago, I don’t have that much free 
time to ride. My family and work take all my 
time. I am now the manager for Canyon’s 
Downhill and Enduro teams, so that is a big 
responsibility and it takes a lot of my time. 

I normally manage to get at least two days of 
riding per month and I also race some classic 
events like Trefle Lozerien and Rand’auvergne 
with my friends.” 




fabienbarel #ISDE2017 are over. What an 
incredible experience! 

Congrats to #teamFrance for becoming 
world champion on home soil... BRAPP 





“The ISDE is a 
home race for me 
— I had to come.” 
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Where you able to put much preparation 
and planning into racing the ISDE? 

Barel: “I started planning for the event six 
months ago but from a preparation side of 
things I didn’t get much riding done! Since 
the Trefle in June I only rode once prior to the 
ISDE. On day two I fell into a mud hole on the 
first test, but I have got better as the race 
went on. Overall, it doesn’t bother me, I’m 
just here for the fun and to experience it all.” 

How does the motorbike paddock 
compare to the one in MTB? 

Barel: “I think it’s quite similar when you 
compare it to some of the bigger MTB events 
like Mega Avalanche for example. You get 
amateurs mixing with the pros and people 
from everywhere in the world attending, so 
it is quite similar in that way. Compared to 
the Downhill World Championship paddock, 
it is different because there you only have 
some trucks and professionals racing it, but I 
guess that’s also the same in EWC.” 




Did you find the format of enduro - 
timecards, liaisons, work area, stages 
- similar to the Enduro World Series? 
Barel: “Definitely. The guy who invented the 
EWS came from an enduro background, so it 
is quite similar to motorbiking enduro. The 
places where we ride in the EWS are like the 
ones in enduro. Liaisons are also similar and 
you get the same feeling. You ride with a 
group of people, sometimes with people you 
don’t even know, to the other special tests, 
so it is also like motorbike enduro. Then the 
special test format is also the same. You 
race against the clock but obviously in MTB 
all specials are downhill. The EWS also brings 
professionals and amateurs together and I 
think that that’s the key of its success.” 

I guess that uphills are easier on 
the motorbike? 

Barel: [Laughs] “Yes, there’s no comparison. 
You don’t have to pedal herejust twist the 
throttle and hold on tight to the handlebars!” 






• •• You don’t have 
to pedal here just 
twist the throttle 
and hold on tight to 
the handlebars!** 
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FEATURES INCLUDE: 


• Enlarged/Higher Side Wings 
For Greater Rock Protection 


• Side Frame Rail Coverage 

• Foot Peg Mount Protection 

• Anti-Mud Front Flap 


• Single Extra Wide CNC 
Machined Rear Mount For 
Easy Installation 

• CNC Machined Aluminum 
Components Tig Welded 
For A Precise Fit 


www.endur 


517.392 


A newly designed addition to our highly successful a 
rock gardens, rocky canyons or anywhere else that e 



...camaraderie is 
>roots of enduro. 


Enduro is not an 
ndividual sport.** 


But is there a similar spirit of 
camaraderie between both sports? 

Barel: “Yes definitely, everyone works 
together in both sports. In my opinion 
camaraderie is the roots of enduro. Enduro 
is not an individual sport. In the EWS liaisons 
you get to ride with a group of people that 
you might not even know, so it is just like 
here. It also brings you close to the nature 
and you get to know new places, just like in 
motorbike enduro. I liked it when I raced in 
downhill but I prefer the familiar feeling that 
EWS transmits.” 

Finally, are you planning to do any more 
ISDE races in the future? 

Barel: “At the moment it is not in my plans to 
raceanotherlSDE, but I will continue racing 
enduro for sure. I’ve a growing interest in 
motorbike rallies too, so I might give those 
a go. I’ll definitely keep racing the classic 
enduro events in France with my friends. 

I love racing with them and I also get good 
advice from them. Cotto, one of my friends 
used to race EWC, so I learn a lot from him.” I! 



SERIES 


oeng.com 


kid plate line protects your engine in extreme 
xtreme conditions call for added protection. 


Part # 24-116X • KTM/Husqvama 2017-18 450/500 
Part # 24-080X • KTM 2012-16 450/500 

Other models coming soon—call to inquire! 








i/i/i/i/i ni.kurtcaselii.com 

you can make a difference. The Kurt Caselli 
Foundation was established following Kurt’s 
untimely death with one simple goal - to protect 
and support the lives of off-road racers. 







